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Route 18 project in New Brunswick h 


Roads & Bridges magazine recently named the 
New Jersey Route 18 Reconstruction Project as one of 
the 10 best projects of the year for the new roadway 
and the George Street Bridge while the New York 
Construction magazine named it the Project of the Year 
in the Transportation category in its Best of 2010 Awards 
Competition. 

Other honors include: 

> International Bridge Conference’s 2010 Eugene C. 
Figg, Jr. Medal for Signature Structures 

> American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE) New 
Jersey Section’s 2010 Project of the Year 

> Real Estate and Construction Review’s 2008 
Plaque of Honor as One of the Top Projects in the 
New York Tri-State Region 

> Association for Bridge Construction & Design 
(ABCD)-Susquehanna Chapter’s 2008-2009 Award 
Winner for Outstanding CSS Bridge Design for 
the New Street Bridge 

> North Carolina State University-Center for 
Transportation and the Environment’s Context 
Sensitive Solutions National Dialog Presentation 
Case Study 


Continued on page 3 
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Route 18 and Albany Street bridge, New Brunswick 


I-280 projects nearing completion 


Two resurfacing projects including I-280 from 
Laurel Avenue to 6th Street in Essex County and 1-280 
from East of Passaic River to Jersey City-Newark 
Turnpike in Harrison and Kearny Townships in Hudson 
County are near completion. 

The $21.6 million resurfacing project on I-280 
from Laurel Avenue to 6th Street in Livingston and 
West Orange Townships and the Cities of Orange, East 
Orange and Newark in Essex County replaced over 
35,000 square feet of deteriorated concrete pavement 


and resurfaced 1-280 with a 
rubberized-asphalt that will provide 
a smoother driving surface and 
help reduce noise on the roadway. 
The bridge decks, entrance and 
exit ramps and shoulders were 
also repaired and resurfaced. New 
Intelligent Transportation Systems 
(ITS) will be installed in the Spring. 
Construction began in August 2008. 
“Resurfacing this nearly eight-mile stretch of I-280 
improves the quality of the roadway and increases safety,” 
said Field Manager Eric Neu. 

The $6.7 million resurfacing project on I-280 from East 
of Passaic River to Jersey City-Newark Turnpike has been 
completed with some drainage work, guiderail installation 
and ITS remaining. Construction began in March 2009. 
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1-280, Livingston 


The NJDOT Toastmasters Club held its Humorous Neha Galgali came 
Speech and Table Topics Speech Contests on in second. 
September 16, 2010. Toastmasters Area 20 Governor The Humorous 
Peter Mullings and Speech contest 
District 38 Chief Judge was the highlight 
Deborah Darbee assisted of the event. 
with the contest. Deborah Both contestants, 
Darbee served as the Miguel Faucette 
Chief Judge for the and Bruce Darji, 
competition, and Peter entertained the 
| Mullings served as audience. Fanci 
Contest Chair. Faucette won 
Mullings presented the contest with his speech titled “I will never forget the 
the topic for the Table day when I stood on the grave of Estelle Johnson.” Darji 
Topic Contest. Four explained different types of errors people make and effects 
contestants gave im- of those errors. 
promptu speeches, with, Winners Swords and Faucette represented our NJDOT 
Club president Andy Toastmasters club at the Area level contest in Lawrenceville 


Swords Swords winning, while on September 23, 2010. 


PEDI congratulates Phyllis Stubbs 


The Personal Exploration and Development Inititative (PEDI) would like to congratulate 
one of its members, Phyllis Stubbs, of Employee Support, for recently earning her Bachelor 
Degree in Liberal Studies from Thomas Edison State College. After receiving an Associates 


Degree, Phyllis decided to take advantage of the State’s tuition reimbursement program and 
took online courses to complete her BA in Liberal Studies. Stubbs has decided to continue on 
and work towards her Masters degree in Organizational Development and Leadership, which 
will serve her well in her position at NJDOT. 
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NJDOT’s 2010 Holiday Visits ee 


Governor 
Chris Christie 
Please join Commissioner Thursday, December 16, 2010 Lt. Governor 
James S. Simpson for the NJDOT Headquarters, Ewing Kim Guadagno 
following Holiday Visits: 9:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. Commissioner 


James S. Simpson 


The Transporter is published for the employees 
and retirees of the 


Statewide Traffic Management | NJDOT’s South Region, 


New Jersey Department of Transportation. 


Center, Woodbridge Cherry Hill It is written and designed by the 
12:30 p-m. to 1:30 p-m. 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. Communications Office, 
Main Office Building, — 
PO Box 600, 
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NJDOT’s North Region, NJDOT's Central Region, 
Mount Arlington Freehold 
2:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. 11:00 a.m. to 12 Noon 


Trenton, NJ 08625. 


For story ideas, e-mail 
Frances McCrory, frances.mccrory@dot.state.nj.us 
or Fax 609.530.5469 
Glenn Catana, Graphic Artist; 
Tim Greeley 
and Support Staff. 
Address changes: 609.530.2127 


Happy Holidays! 


Wednesday, December 15, 2010 Monday, December 20, 2010 $ 
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South Asian American Association 


salutes NJDOT’s Kiran Patel 


Director of Construction Services 
and Materials, Kiran Patel, P.E., 
PMP was recently awarded the 
Outstanding Achievement Award 


Assistant Commissioner Rick Hammer 
congratulates Kiran Patel. 


by the South Asian American 
Association. He is the first New 
Jersey recipient of this prestigious 
award. 

Kiran Patel is a licensed 
Professional Engineer (P.E.) in 
New Jersey and Pennsylvania, 
and has served as Director of the 
Division of Construction Services 
and Materials at the New Jersey 
Department of Transportation 
since 2007. As an outstanding 
design expert, Kiran held 
distinguished positions in the 
Division of Bridges and Structures, 
Regional Design, and in Project 
Management. In 2004 he was 
appointed to the Senior Executive 
Service, overseeing the functions 
of Civil Engineering, roadway 
design, CADD development, 
railroad engineering and safety, 
and pavement and drainage 


NJIDOT Silent Auction 


NJDOT's 11th Annual Silent Auction will take 
place on Thursday, December 2 from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m. and on Friday, December 3 from 9:00 a.m. until 
1:00 p.m. in the Multi-Purpose Room. In addition, 


management. His direction in New 
Jersey’s roadway design program 
contributed significantly to the 
state’s successful delivery of its 
2006 and 2007 Capital Programs. 
Kiran holds a Bachelor of Science 
Degree in Civil Engineering from 
S.P. University, Gujarat, India, 

and is a Certified Public Manager 
(CPM) and a Project Management 
Professional (PMP). In addition, he 
serves as New Jersey’s Deputy State 
Transportation Engineer. 

The South Asian American 
Association, Inc. (SAAAI) was 
founded in 2000 as part of a 
comprehensive effort to recognize 
the commitment, dedication and 
contributions in Science and 
Technology from people who are 
native to South Asia or people of 
South Asian descent. 
www.saaai.org / 


there will be several items raffled off from Tuesday, 
November 30 through Friday, December 2. Raffle tickets 
will be available for sale in the Regional Offices as well. 
Stay tuned to NJDOT's Intranet for additional information. 
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The $215 million reconstruction project in the City of 
New Brunswick improved safety and operations for 85,000 
daily motorists. At its groundbreaking, the project was the 
largest ever undertaken by the Department. It provided much 
needed multi-modal service improvements and local access to 
downtown New Brunswick, Rutgers University, the Raritan 
River waterfront, Boyd Park, and various neighborhoods 


adjacent to the corridor. 


While managed by NJDOT’s John McCleerey, South 
Plainfield-based Gannett Fleming served as the lead designer 
and engineer-of-record, and the Edison-based Conti Group 


served as the general contractor. 


Route 18, New Brunswick 


The Twelfth Annual New 
Jersey Department of Transportation 
Research Showcase was held 
on October 21, 2010 at the 
Conference Center at Mercer 
County Community College. This 
annual event drew a crowd of 
200 and was hosted by the New 
Jersey Local Technical Assistance 
Program. Attendees represented 
NJ Department of Transportation, 
NJ TRANSIT, the Federal Highway 
Administration, universities, 
consultants, and local public 
agencies. 

The day-long event was 
structured with a morning plenary 
session with Keynote Speaker Peter 
H. Appel, Administrator from the 
USDOT Research and Innovative 
Technology Administration. Appel 
discussed transportation congestion 
and connectivity challenges, as 
well as the importance of reducing 
distracted driving. He cited 
innovative practices that improve 
safety and mobility, including 
communication technologies and 
real-time information. 

Appel was followed by 
a distinguished guest visiting 
the NJDOT, Mark R. Norman. 
Norman is the Director of the 
Technical Activities Division of 
the Transportation Research Board 
of the National Academies. He 
attended the Research Showcase 
and the annual Transportation 


Obituaries 


Retiree Edward Ristow passed away July 25, 2010. He 
retired after 51 years with the Department as Supervisor 
of Office Records. He is survived by his son, Edward Jr. 
and family, including three grandchildren and three great- 


grandchildren. 


Retiree Donald T. “Bubba” Smith passed away 
September 14, 2010. He was a Safety Specialist for the 
Division of Motor Vehicles under NJDOT. He is survived by 
his wife, Eileen; his son, Ernie; his two brothers, Carl and Otto; 
his sister Bonnie and several nieces and nephews. 

Retiree Earl R. Gray passed away October 3, 2010. He 
retired as an Area Supervisor after 40 years in the Department. 
He is survived by his son, Allaen and his daughter Judy. 


Appel 


Research Board field visit at NJDOT 
Headquarters. 

Anew segment to the event 
featured technological advancements 
made to the transportation system 
in both the United States and 
abroad. State-of-the-art practices 
such as solar powered energy, noise 
reduction, transit enhancements and 
traffic management systems were 
highlighted. 

The day’s agenda included the 
presentation of the 2010 Outstanding 
Student in Transportation Awards. 
Five students from Rutgers 
University, Rowan University, and 
New Jersey Institute of Technology 
received awards from Camille 
Crichton-Sumners, Manager of the 
NJDOT Research Bureau. These 
students were selected on merit by 


university faculty who worked with 
them on NJDOT research projects. 

One project is selected each 
year that displays exemplary 
implementation of research results. 
This year, Rutgers University’s 
Joseph Seneca was the Principal 
Investigator with the project awarded 
the Third Annual NJDOT Research 
Implementation Award. Titled 
“Economic Impacts of Transportation 
Infrastructure Investments,” the 
project resulted in two new powerful 
software applications for assessing the 
economic impacts of transportation 
infrastructure investments in New 
Jersey. The software developed for 
the project has been used to support 
NJDOT applications for federal TIGER 
grants. 

The afternoon portion of the 
NJDOT Research Showcase featured 
four concurrent breakout sessions. 
Academic and consultant research 
partners presented 12 current or 
recently completed NJDOT research 
projects in the areas of Safety, 
Environment, Infrastructure, and 
ITS /Multi-Modal. Professional 
Development Hours (PDH) for 
licensed engineers will be granted 
for participation in these technical 
sessions. 

Presentations and a recording 
of the morning session will be 
available at http:/ / www.state.nj.us / 
transportation /refdata/research/ 
news.shtm 


Retiree John M. Waldner passed away October 14, 
2010. He retired in 1995 after 38 years as the Director of 
Design and Development. He was also a former secretary 
of the NJDOT Golf Club and active with the NJDOT 


Retirement Association. He is survived by his parents, 


John and Jenny Waldner; his daughter Karen; his three 
granddaughters, Maureen, Madeleine and Hannah; and his 
brother, Joe and many other family members and friends. 

Retiree Richard E. Pucha passed away October 16, 
2010. He was a Truck Driver, Single Axle in Central Region 
and retired in 1998. He is survived by his wife, Peggy; his 
brother-in-law Ed Meskill; his sister-in-law Mary Gaspari; 
and several nieces and nephews 


NJIDOT remembers Lenore Strathern 


On Thursday, October 21, 
colleagues, family and friends 
gathered at the Employee Memorial 
to honor the memory of former 
NJDOT employee, Lenore Strathern, 


by co-worker Bruce Hawkinson. 
Lenore’s mother Diane spoke on 
behalf of the family. “We want to 


thank all of you here for the support 


you gave to Lenore during her 


co-worker, but also a friend. Despite 
going through all of her medical 
issues, Lenore remained upbeat. Her 
spirit was an example of how one can 
persevere through an insurmountable 


who passed away 
September 13, 
2009 at the young 
age of 27 after a 
courageous battle 
with breast cancer. 
Lenore was a Senior 
Environmental 
Specialist in the 
Division of Capital 
Program Support. 
The Memorial 
Service was 
coordinated 
by Lenore’s 
co-workers from 
Capital Program 
Support. Nancy 
Adrian and Scott 
Ackermann 
chaired the 
Committee. The 
tribute was held 
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In Memory of 


Lenore Aileen Strathern 


1982 - 2009 


ALWAYS IN OUR HEARTS 


Lenore’s friendship was an 
inspiration that we keep in our 
memory, unchanged forever. 

A courageous and loving friend 
and co-worker. 


problem. It is her 
spirit that lives on 
with us.” 

On Sunday, 
October 24, 
Ackerman walked 
with Lenore’s 
family and friends 
in her honor at 
the 2" annual 
“Making Strides 
with Breast 
Cancer Walk” in 
Pennsauken, NJ. 
Ackerman said 
that nearly $15,000 
had been collected 
over a two- 
year period in 
Lenore’s memory 
— with many 
contributions 


in October - Breast 
Cancer Awareness 
Month - to bring 
awareness to this 
horrible disease 
and to ensure that 
Lenore’s legacy will 
remain alive in our hearts. A plaque 
was dedicated in Lenore’s memory 
and will be permanently placed 

in the vicinity of the Employee 
Memorial this spring. 

In addition to Lenore’s 
colleagues, her parents Diane 
(Department of Treasury) and Mike 
MacFeeters (NJDOT’s Accounting 
Office) along with Lenore’s sister 
Ashley were in attendance. 

The Ceremony was opened 


long illness.” She said, “the plaque 
that you are dedicating today is a 
wonderful gift. It will keep Lenore 
in your memories and it gives us, 
her family, great comfort. I have 
been told by an outside source that 
NJDOT is a “Family.” You have 
proven that over the last few years 
and it is an honor to have met all of 
you.” 

Ackerman said, “Lenore, 
to many of us, was not just a 


coming from 
employees 

at NJDOT. 
Donations may 
still be made 

by contacting 
Ackerman at 

(609) 530-5685, or 
e-mailing him at scott.ackerman@dot. 
state.nj.us. 

The Employee Memorial 
Committee will also honor Lenore’s 
legacy by dedicating a Breast Cancer 
Awareness Basket in her memory 
at the upcoming Silent Auction in 
December. 

Lenore will always be 
remembered for her smile and for 
inspiring all of us with her generous 
and loving spirit. 


